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Abstract

This paper presents a comparative stylistic analysis of editorials from two prominent Nigerian
newsmagazines, Tell and NewsWatch, published between 2010 and 2024. Employing a qualitative
methodology grounded in the Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) framework, the research
investigates . It examinesprimary stylistic features, including lexical choices, syntactic structures,
mood, modality, cohesion, and tone, differ across the two publications and discusses how these
features are employed. Central research questions focus on identifying these stylistic
characteristics, exploring their reflection of each magazine’s editorial philosophy, and evaluating
their influence on shaping reader perspectives and public opinion. Findings reveal
that NewsWatch adopts a measured, institutional style characterised by balanced modality and
restrained metaphor, positioning its readership as rational, reflective evaluators within a
deliberative democratic space. Conversely, tell employs heightened modality, vivid metaphor, and
direct address to construct an urgent, mobilising discourse that engages readers as active
participants in democratic accountability and reform. The study concludes that editorial stylistics
function as dynamic tools for meaning-making and political performance, shaping ideological

appeal, reader identity, and democratic engagement in Nigeria’s media landscape.

Keywords: Stylistics, Systemic Functional (SFL) linguistics, editorials discourse, comparative

analysis, tell, NewsWatch and Enna
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Introduction

In the dynamic landscape of Nigerian journalism, Tell and News Watch magazines have
established themselves as two of the most influential publications, known for their in-depth
coverage of socio-political issues and their commitment to investigative journalism. Both
magazines were founded during politically tumultuous periods in Nigeria, and they rose to
prominence as platforms for critical journalism, challenging both governmental and societal issues

with bold and uncompromising reporting.

To fully grasp the significance of 7ell and News Watch magazines in Nigeria’s media landscape,
one must first traverse the vibrant and tumultuous evolution of magazines in the country. This
narrative begins in the early 20th century, amid the throes of colonial rule, when a burgeoning class
of educated Nigerians craved a platform to voice their thoughts and articulate their aspirations. In
this climate, The Nigerian Chronicle emerged in 1908 as a beacon of enlightenment, a
meticulously crafted publication that sought to inform, educate, and engage the literate elite, all
while navigating the complexities of political patronage and censorship (Akpabi 45). The striking
black-and-white imagery adorned with bold headlines drew readers in, framing issues of the day

with both urgency and elegance.

The evolution of the magazine landscape accelerated during the post-independence period of the
1960s, when Nigeria, awash with a newfound national identity and ambition, experienced a surge
in media outlets. Magazines such as Drum captured the vibrancy of Nigerian culture through rich
storytelling and high-quality photography, offering glimpses into the lives of both the ordinary
citizen and the elite. This era was characterised by an unquenchable thirst for political engagement
and cultural expression, as editorial pages transformed into arenas where budding national
consciousness was articulated, debated, and celebrated. Yet, this flourishing was soon shadowed
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by the tumult of military coups and the tightening grip of censorship, creating a media landscape

fraught with tension and uncertainty.

It was against this backdrop of political upheaval and public disillusionment that the 1990s
heralded a renaissance in Nigerian print media. This decade marked a decisive shift towards
investigative journalism, with editors and writers undeterred by the threats that loomed over them.
The establishment of 7el/ magazine in 1996 emerged as a watershed moment in this resurgence.
With its commitment to exposing the stark realities of governance and societal challenges, 7ell
built a reputation for bold, penetrating reporting. The magazine’s pages, adorned with thought-
provoking articles and striking visuals, provided an unflinching examination of government
policies, social injustices, and human rights violations, addressing the concerns of a populace
yearning for accountability. Its confrontational style, gritty, raw, and unyielding, demanded

attention and respect, as it tackled issues that many deemed too controversial to discuss openly.

In stark contrast, News Watch, founded in 1984, entered the scene during a time of intense political
unrest, yet its editorial approach reflected a different ethos. Known for its meticulous reporting
and balanced narratives, News Watch aspired to present a comprehensive view of the socio-
political landscape, encouraging informed discussions among its readers. Throughout its pages,
one can find a careful juxtaposition of facts and perspectives, presented in a measured tone that
seeks to educate rather than provoke. This act of balance, though sometimes seen as complacency,
was undeniably appealing to those who valued a less confrontational discourse amid Nigeria’s

often polarised media environment.

A comparative stylistic analysis of Tel/ and News Watch reveals these magazines as essential
mirrors reflecting the complexities of Nigerian society. The editorial style of 7ell is infused with a
sense of urgency and moral responsibility, employing vivid language and powerful imagery to
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evoke emotion and mobilise public sentiment. The passionate prose often reads like a rallying cry

for justice, as it champions the rights of the marginalised while scrutinising those in power.

In contrast, the voice of News Watch is more subdued and reflective, providing readers with a rich
tapestry of information woven together with a commitment to fairness. Each editorial is crafted
with precision, often incorporating a diverse range of viewpoints that invite readers into a

conversation, encouraging them to ponder rather than to react impulsively.

The juxtaposition of e/l and News Watch encapsulates the rich tapestry of Nigeria's media history,
where differing editorial philosophies serve unique purposes in engaging the public. Through this
comparative analysis, the study will delve deep into how the stylistic choices of both magazines
not only reflect their editorial missions but also resonate with the societal needs of their readership.
By examining the language, rhetorical strategies, and narrative techniques employed, this research
aims to illuminate the media's powerful role in shaping public discourse, advocating for

accountability, and fostering dialogue within Nigeria's diverse society.

Review of Related Literature and Theoretical Framework

Empirical Review

Research on stylistics in journalism has expanded significantly, both globally and within Nigeria,
highlighting how linguistic and stylistic elements in news media shape public opinion, influence
discourse, and affect reader engagement. This section reviews previous studies on stylistic analysis
in journalism, particularly editorial writing, while identifying gaps that this research seeks to

address.

Several scholars have emphasised the importance of stylistic features in editorial writing. Lawal

asserts that tone in editorials significantly affects audience interpretation and emotional response
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to an issue (89). Similarly, Oso et al. argue that vocabulary choices in editorials help establish
credibility and align publications with their target audience (239). These studies highlight the role
of linguistic choices in framing public discourse. However, they do not provide a comparative
stylistic analysis of editorial writing in multiple Nigerian magazines, which this study aims to

address.

Further research has explored the impact of sensational language in journalism. Akinfeleye argues
that emotive appeals in news headlines create biased impressions, shaping public perception (34).
Onabajo similarly examines how sensationalised headlines influence audience interpretation (78).
These findings reveal how stylistic choices in news reporting can manipulate audience
perspectives. Nonetheless, existing studies primarily focus on news headlines rather than editorial
writing, leaving a gap in understanding how editorials employ stylistic devices to frame issues
over time. This research seeks to bridge that gap by analysing how 7ell and NewsWatch magazines

use stylistic features in their editorials.

The relationship between journalism and democratic discourse has also been examined.
Ekeanyanwu investigates how editorial language influences public attitudes toward governance
(15), while Omu emphasises that cultural and ideological biases of journalists shape stylistic
features in news texts (23). Adegoju extends this perspective by noting that linguistic choices
reflect broader social and political contexts (34). These studies collectively illustrate the
ideological underpinnings of journalistic writing. However, they do not compare how different
publications frame political discourse through stylistic elements. This study will conduct a
comparative analysis to determine how 7el/l and NewsWatch construct political narratives

differently through stylistic choices.
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Scholars have also explored the role of figurative language in editorial writing. Lawal and Babalola
argue that metaphors evoke emotions and enhance persuasion in news texts (Lawal 89; Babalola
67). Oso and Pate discuss how irony and sarcasm can create detachment or cynicism among
readers, thereby affecting their perceptions of journalistic credibility (33). While these studies
establish the rhetorical power of figurative language, they do not examine how these devices differ
across competing publications. This research will address this gap by comparing the use of

figurative language in editorials from Tell and NewsWatch.

Reader engagement is another important area of study. Okoro finds that rhetorical questions and
interactive devices encourage critical thinking among readers (67), while Folarin explores how
stylistic features enhance the dynamic nature of news consumption (78). These studies suggest that
journalism is not just informative but also participatory. However, they do not specifically analyse
how stylistic choices in editorial writing engage readers differently across publications. This study
will assess the extent to which 7ell and NewsWatch utilise stylistic features to promote reader

engagement.

The stylistic techniques used in Nigerian journalism have been examined in relation to political
and social change. Ekeanyanwu and Obaje note that Nigerian editorials often employ emotive
language to evoke patriotic sentiments (88). Osakwe analyses how Tell magazine’s editorials
employed irony and satire during military regimes to critique government policies (213). While
these studies highlight the persuasive power of editorial writing, they focus primarily on historical
political contexts. This research will update the analysis by exploring contemporary stylistic trends

in Nigerian magazines.

Further studies on Nigerian journalism have focused on sensationalism and ideological framing.
Akinfeleye examines the use of hyperbolic language in Nigerian news writing, arguing that it
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creates exaggerated perceptions of events (34). Onabajo investigates dramatic phrasing in Nigerian
newspapers, noting that while it enhances engagement, it can distort factual accuracy (78). These
studies highlight the tension between engaging storytelling and journalistic credibility. However,
they do not address how different publications balance these elements in editorial writing. This
study will examine whether 7ell and NewsWatch prioritise sensationalism or analytical depth in

their stylistic choices.

Language and media credibility have also been discussed in stylistic research. Nwosu and Adebayo
argue that linguistic precision enhances credibility, whereas exaggerated language reduces trust in
journalism (45; 56). This is particularly relevant in the digital age, where misinformation is
widespread. However, existing studies do not compare how different Nigerian magazines maintain
credibility through stylistic strategies. This research will analyse how Tell and NewsWatch use

language to establish reliability and authority in editorial writing.

Again, this study aims to provide a deeper insight into how each publication engages with its
audience and navigates socio-political discourse. While Ashipu’s research highlights the
significance of public engagement and critical literacy, it does not specifically examine how
different stylistic choices impact reader interpretation and opinion formation within Nigerian
editorial content. This study bridges that gap by analysing the distinct editorial styles of Tell and
NewsWatch, assessing their influence on public discourse and socio-political awareness. Through
this focus, the research will enhance understanding of how stylistic elements shape public

sentiment and engagement in Nigeria’s media landscape.

Furthermore, while Ashipu’s findings contribute to media discourse analysis, the study would
benefit from a more comprehensive methodological approach that systematically examines a wider
range of editorial content across various themes and issues. To address this, the present research
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will adopt a comparative framework that not only evaluates editorial stylistics but also
contextualises them within ongoing socio-political debates. This approach will facilitate an
exploration of how editorial language influences broader media narratives in Nigeria, offering a

more holistic perspective on the role of stylistics in shaping public opinion and media discourse.

More so, Oso also argues that persuasive strategies in Nigerian editorials rely on rhetorical devices
that enhance credibility (45). However, his study does not compare different publications to
understand how these strategies vary. This research will address this limitation by analysing how
Tell and NewsWatch employ persuasive techniques differently. Similarly, Lawal and Babalola
explore the impact of figurative language in Nigerian editorials, demonstrating its role in shaping
audience emotions (89). Despite their contributions, they do not examine how such stylistic
choices differ across competing media outlets. This study will extend their findings by highlighting

the distinct editorial styles of 7ell and NewsWatch.

Akinfeleye investigates sensationalism in Nigerian journalism, focusing on its impact on news
credibility (34). While this study is significant, it does not address editorial writing, which often
requires a different linguistic approach. This research will examine how editorial discourse strikes
a balance between sensationalism and analytical depth. Similarly, Onabajo assesses exaggerated
language in Nigerian journalism, finding that it enhances reader engagement (78). However, his
study does not distinguish between news reporting and editorials. By focusing on editorials, this
research will provide a more nuanced understanding of how exaggeration is used to influence

public opinion.

Ekeanyanwu’s study on stylistic framing in political reporting reveals biases in journalistic
language (15). However, he does not focus on editorials, which play a crucial role in shaping public
discourse. This study will fill that gap by analysing how stylistic framing differs between 7el/ and
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NewsWatch. Omu emphasizes the influence of journalists’ cultural backgrounds on their stylistic
choices (23). While insightful, his research does not compare publications to see how cultural
influences manifest in different editorial styles. This study will offer a comparative perspective to

address this limitation.

Adegoju discusses how linguistic choices reflect societal norms in Nigerian journalism (34).
However, his study does not analyse editorial discourse as a distinct genre. This research will focus
on editorials to understand how societal norms shape their stylistic features. Nwosu and Adebayo
argue that linguistic precision enhances newspaper credibility (45). While their findings are
valuable, they do not consider how editorial stylistics affect reader trust in Nigerian magazines.
This research will examine whether 7ell and NewsWatch’s editorial styles enhance or undermine

their credibility.

Okoro examines rhetorical questions in Nigerian media, noting that they enhance reader
engagement (67). However, he does not explore their use across different editorial platforms. This
study will provide a comparative analysis of rhetorical questioning in 7el/l and NewsWatch. Folarin
assesses interactive stylistic devices in news texts but does not extend the analysis to long-form

editorials (78). This research will incorporate that missing dimension.

Igwe and Egbule analyse how tone and diction shape reader perception in news reporting (56).
However, they do not examine the ideological implications of editorial language. This research
will explore how stylistic choices in editorials contribute to ideological framing. Osakwe’s study
on 7ell magazine’s editorials during military regimes highlights its critical stance ( 213). While
valuable, it does not compare its approach to NewsWatch. This study will address that by

Jjuxtaposing the stylistic choices of both magazines.
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Ekeanyanwu and Obaje analyze emotive language in Nigerian editorials, focusing on political
crises ( 88). However, their study does not cover broader socio-political themes. This research will
expand the scope to include various editorial topics. Oso and Pate investigate irony and sarcasm
in Nigerian journalism (33). Yet, their work does not systematically compare different
publications. This research will provide a comparative perspective on how irony and sarcasm

function in Tell and NewsWatch.

Waisbord explores the role of irony in restrictive media environments, focusing on Latin America
( 77). This study will extend that framework to Nigerian media by examining irony in editorial
writing. By addressing these gaps, this research will contribute to a deeper understanding of how

editorial stylistics shape public discourse in Nigerian journalism.

In addition, much of the existing scholarship is rooted in analyses of editorial rhetoric during
Nigeria’s military rule, leaving the post-1999 democratic era relatively understudied. The
transition to democracy inevitably brought shifts in editorial strategies, reflecting new political
realities and media freedoms. However, the extent to which these changes have reshaped editorial
styles and discursive patterns remains an open question. Oso and Pate observe that while Nigerian
media adapted to democratic norms, the deeper linguistic shifts in editorial writing have yet to be
systematically documented ( 67). A historical perspective that accounts for these transformations
is essential for a comprehensive understanding of Nigerian media discourse in a democratic

setting.

More so, research on reader engagement has shown that stylistic features actively involve
audiences in news discourse. Okoro highlights the use of rhetorical questions to provoke thought
(67), while Folarin discusses interactive stylistic devices that encourage discussion (78). While
these findings are valuable, they do not explore how different Nigerian magazines tailor these
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engagement strategies to their readership. This study will fill this gap by comparing engagement

techniques used in Te/l and NewsWatch editorials.

Importantly, empirical studies on Nigerian journalism have predominantly focused on stylistic
features within specific journalistic genres, often examining language use in news reports or
singular publications rather than undertaking comparative or genre-specific analyses. For example,
investigations into stylistic elements in Nigerian investigative reports emphasize complex
syntactic structures, metaphorical language, and emotive rhetorical devices that serve to capture
and maintain reader interest, highlighting the interplay between language and social context
(Teras.ng). These studies often showcase how Nigerian journalistic discourse accommodates local

linguistic traits while maintaining standard news reporting norms.

In the realm of editorials, research has identified important stylistic traits such as formality,
authoritative tone, and persuasive appeal, which are deemed essential for positioning the editorial
as a credible and influential discourse form within Nigerian newspapers (IISTE.org). However,
these analyses tend to concentrate on single publications, lacking a comparative framework that
could reveal how different editorial outlets might variably employ stylistic strategies to meet
distinct ideological or audience engagement goals. For instance, many works treat editorial content
from different newspapers or magazines in isolation, thereby missing opportunities to explore the

nuances in language use and ideological positioning across competing publications.

Further, rhetorical analyses of editorial writings in magazines such as NewsWatch and Tell have
provided insight into how figurative language, ethos, and pathos are mobilized to negotiate
political, social, and cultural realities (Ashipu 48-53). Yet, these studies typically do not apply a
rigorous comparative lens to systematically analyse differences in editorial stylistics between these
magazines. Similarly, existing scholarship acknowledges the importance of reader engagement in
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journalistic practice but falls short of investigating how various publications strategically deploy
linguistic features to foster audience interaction and responsiveness. This gap is particularly
relevant given the growing need for media outlets to establish credibility while simultaneously

persuading readers in increasingly competitive information environments.

Moreover, while scholarly discourse has acknowledged the tension between persuasive language
and journalistic integrity, there remains a paucity of research on how Nigerian magazines reconcile
this balance, especially in editorial pieces that must simultaneously advocate and inform
(IISTE.org). This issue is compounded by the dynamic nature of media consumption, with digital
transformation reshaping the modalities through which audiences engage with journalistic content.
Current literature largely overlooks how traditional print magazines like Tell and NewsWatch have
adapted or innovated their stylistic techniques to remain relevant and effective in the digital

landscape.

In contrast, the current research explicitly addresses these identified gaps by adopting a
comparative framework that scrutinizes the stylistic distinctions and commonalities between Tell
and NewsWatch editorials. This study is positioned uniquely because it narrows its focus to
editorials a genre that commands a distinctive rhetorical approach and carries significant
ideological weight, rather than diluting inquiry across general news content or headlines.
Furthermore, this research investigates how each publication’s stylistic choices function to engage
readers, balancing credibility with persuasive elements, thereby contributing to an understudied

dimension of Nigerian journalistic practice.

Additionally, by situating the analysis within a contemporary context, the research responds to
calls for more current examinations of stylistic trends beyond the historical or political lenses that
dominate previous studies. The inclusion of digital transformation as a focal point recognizes the
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evolving platform paradigms influencing editorial stylistics, exploring whether and how Tell and
NewsWatch have transitioned their language and rhetorical strategies from print traditions to
digital formats. This offers a novel perspective on stylistic adaptation in Nigerian journalism,

enriching our understanding of language use amid media evolution.

Ultimately, this study’s multifaceted contributions extend beyond mere description of stylistic

features.

By comparatively analysing Tell and NewsWatch editorial strategies, it illuminates the interplay
between linguistic style, ideological positioning, and audience engagement in Nigerian editorial
writing. This holistic approach addresses a critical literature gap by integrating theoretical,
empirical, and media-technical considerations, thus advancing the scholarly discourse on Nigerian

journalism’s linguistic and rhetorical dimensions.

Theoretical Framework

The study uses the Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) as framework, SFL emerged as a
prominent linguistic theory in the 1960s, pioneered by the renowned linguist Michael Halliday.
Halliday's groundbreaking work sought to move beyond the traditional formalist approaches to
language, which had primarily focused on the internal structures and grammatical rules of
language. Instead, Halliday developed a functional perspective that viewed language as a meaning-

making resource embedded within social and cultural contexts (20).

The key premise of SFL is that language functions to serve three primary metafunctions: the
ideational, the interpersonal, and the textual. The ideational metafunction deals with how language
represents and constructs our experiences of the world, the interpersonal metafunction explores

how language is used to establish and maintain social relationships, and the textual metafunction
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examines how language is organized to create coherent and meaningful texts (Halliday and

Matthiessen 29).

This holistic and contextual approach to language analysis has made SFL particularly well-suited
for the study of media discourse, including the examination of news editorials. Several scholars
have successfully applied SFL to unpack the linguistic and ideological underpinnings of media
texts, including Fowler and Kress's influential work on the ideological positioning of media

discourse (96).

In the Nigerian context, Babajide's study on newspaper discourse has demonstrated the
effectiveness of SFL in uncovering the rhetorical structures, persuasive techniques, and underlying
biases present in editorial writing (72). These studies have shown that SFL provides a robust
framework for systematically analysing how linguistic choices contribute to the construction and

dissemination of particular worldviews and ideologies within the media landscape.

Given the persuasive and ideological nature of the editorials published by the Nigerian magazines
Tell and NewsWatch, the SFL approach is particularly well-suited for this study. By applying
Halliday's metafunctions, the researcher can delve into the magazines' linguistic choices and
uncover how they frame socio-political issues, establish authority and credibility, and engage their
respective audiences. This comprehensive analysis sheds light on the editorial philosophies and
ideological orientations underlying the discursive practices of these influential Nigerian media

outlets.

More so, the choice SFL is vital for this study for several reasons we intend to discuss, first it
provides a comprehensive and versatile framework for analysing how the Nigerian magazines Tell

and NewsWatch employ language to construct and convey their respective editorial philosophies.
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The multifaceted nature of SFL allows for a systematic and nuanced examination of the linguistic
choices made by each publication, offering valuable insights into the ways they represent socio-

political issues, establish relationships with their readership, and organize their ideas.

The ideational function of SFL, for instance, serves as a powerful tool for uncovering how Tell
and NewsWatch frame and depict various social and political phenomena through their selection
of lexical items and sentence structures. By closely examining the ideational metafunction, the
study can shed light on the conceptual and experiential representations that each magazine

constructs, potentially revealing underlying ideological orientations or biases.

Equally important is the interpersonal function, which enables the researcher to scrutinize the tone,
modality, and rhetorical devices used by the editors to establish a particular kind of relationship
with their audience. This aspect of the analysis is crucial for understanding how the magazines
seek to position themselves in relation to their readers, whether they adopt a confrontational,
authoritative, or more conversational stance, and how these linguistic choices contribute to the

overall persuasive appeal of the editorials.

Furthermore, the textual function of SFL provides a framework for analysing the organization of
ideas, the coherence and flow of the arguments presented, and the various cohesive devices
employed by the magazines. This level of analysis allows the researcher to gain insights into the
editorial strategies used by Tell and NewsWatch to structure their arguments, guide the reader's

attention, and ultimately shape the overall textual and rhetorical impact of their editorials.

Also, the choice of SFL is justified because of its emphasis on contextual analysis. Editorials are
crafted to address specific socio-political contexts and influence public opinion, and SFL provides

tools to analyse how language operates within these contexts. Unlike purely literary approaches to
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stylistics, SFL bridges linguistic form and communicative function, making it ideal for media texts

that blend information and persuasion.

Furthermore, SFL’s focus on functional language analysis aligns with the objectives of this
research, which seeks to uncover the stylistic techniques employed by Tell and NewsWatch to
engage readers and shape public discourse. By adopting SFL, this study has not only identified
stylistic features but also interpret their role in the broader socio-political landscape of Nigerian

journalism.

The theoretical lens of Systemic Functional Linguistics provides a robust framework for analysing
and comparing the stylistic elements in the editorials of 7ell and NewsWatch. It allows for a
nuanced exploration of how language functions to inform, persuade, and influence, thereby

addressing the study’s objectives effectively.

Methodology

This study used a qualitative content analysis approach to examine stylistic features in editorials
from Tell and NewsWatch magazines. This method suits the study's focus on exploring language
use, tone, syntax, diction, and rhetorical devices rather than numerical data. Editorial texts from
2010 to 2024 were purposively sampled based on their relevance to socio-political themes like
governance, corruption, human rights, and national unity, ensuring substantive content for in-depth

analysis of stylistic elements that shape each magazine’s arguments and

audience engagement.

Data Collection

Twenty editorials were purposively selected-ten from Tell and ten from Newswatch spanning 2010

to 2024. The stylistic analysis focused on lexical choices, figurative language, sentence structure,
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modality, tone, and cohesion, guided by Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL)

framework.

A summary of stylistic features is presented in the table below:

Stylistic Feature Tell (2010-2024) Newswatch (2010-2024)
Formal Lexis 78% 84%

Figurative Language (metaphors, 65% 48%

idioms)

Rhetorical Questions 60% 35%

Complex Sentences 70% 75%

Modality (must, should, may, will) 73% 68%

Cohesive Devices 82% 87%
Critical/Confrontational Tone High Moderate
Explanatory/Advisory Tone Moderate High

Analysis of Tell Editorials (2010-2024)

Tell maintains a confrontational, activist tone. Its editorials often employ rhetorical questions,
metaphors, and charged vocabulary.2011 (Election Year): “How long will Nigerians be subjected
to recycled leaders who offer promises that evaporate after election day?” 2015 (Change of
Government): “The so-called messiah has arrived, yet the nation’s economy remains a patient on
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life support.” 2023 (Post-Election Crisis): “Is democracy still alive when votes no longer count,
and hope has become a scarce commodity?” These examples illustrate Tell’s tendency to dramatize
national crises and confront political authority head-on. The ideational function is expressed
through vivid metaphors (life support, messiah, scarce commodity), while the interpersonal

function is evident in its provocative rhetorical questioning.

Analysis of NewsWatch Editorials (2010-2024)

Newswatch adopts a measured, explanatory, and advisory tone, using facts and logical connectors
rather than confrontation. 2011 (Election Year):“The Independent National Electoral Commission
should intensify voter education to reduce incidents of invalid ballots.” 2015 (Transition of
Power):“Therefore, the incoming administration must prioritize rebuilding public trust through
transparent governance.” 2023 (Economic and Security Concerns): “However, a sustainable

solution requires government, civil society, and private investors to collaborate on job creation.”

These excerpts show that Newswatch prefers modality verbs (should, must, requires) and cohesive
connectors (therefore, however) to construct reasoned, solution-driven arguments. Figurative
language is minimal; instead, the tone is conciliatory and policy-oriented, reflecting its advisory

editorial stance.

Comparative Analysis (2010-2024)

Similarities: Both magazines employ formal register, complex sentences, and cohesion to

maintain professionalism. Both also rely on modality to recommend reforms.

Differences: Tell uses metaphors, rhetorical questions, and emotionally loaded lexis to provoke
public outrage.Newswatch uses neutral diction, logical sequencing, and advisory tone to encourage

rational debate.
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Diachronic Trends:

Tell became increasingly confrontational during electoral cycles (2011, 2015, 2019, 2023),
emphasizing failure of leadership. Newswatch shifted toward developmental and policy-oriented
discourse, especially after 2015, reflecting a focus on long-term solutions rather than emotional

critique.

Discussion of Findings

The comparative stylistic analysis of editorials from Tell and NewsWatch magazines (2010-2024)
reveals significant insights into the relationship between language, ideology, and journalism

practice in Nigeria.

Stylistic Identity of Tell

The findings show that Tell consistently employs a confrontational and emotionally charged style.
Through the use of metaphors, rhetorical questions, and evaluative lexis, the magazine positions
itself as a watchdog of democracy and an adversary of bad governance. For instance, describing
Nigeria’s economy as ““a patient on life support™ dramatises the national condition, while rhetorical
questions such as “Is democracy still alive when votes no longer count?” directly challenge

political legitimacy.

This stylistic approach reflects an ideological orientation toward activism and resistance,
suggesting that Tell views its editorial responsibility as mobilizing readers against political and
social failures. The interpersonal function of language is dominant, as Tell aims to evoke emotion,

stimulate reflection, and encourage readers to engage in civic action.

Stylistic Identity of NewsWatch
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In contrast, NewsWatch demonstrates a measured and policy-oriented style. Editorials are
constructed with neutral diction, modality verbs (should, must, may), and cohesive connectors
(therefore, however, in addition). Instead of dramatisation, NewsWatch emphasises facts, logical

sequencing, and recommendations.

This style reflects an ideological orientation toward balance, dialogue, and nation-building. The
editorials project the image of a responsible mediator between government and the people,
preferring persuasion over provocation. By advising rather than condemning, NewsWatch

positions itself as a constructive partner in governance discourse.

Comparative Insights

The comparison underscores both similarities and differences:

Similarities: Both magazines adopt a formal register, use complex sentences, and rely on modality
to present recommendations. Both serve as instruments of accountability, though with different

rhetorical strategies.

Differences: While Tell dramatizes crises with vivid imagery and confrontational tone,

NewsWatch contextualizes issues with cautious language and policy-driven suggestions.

Diachronically, Tell’s editorials have become increasingly confrontational during electoral cycles
(2011, 2015, 2019, 2023), whereas NewsWatch has shifted steadily toward developmental

journalism, particularly in its coverage of economic and security issues since 2015.
Implications for Nigerian Media Discourse
The stylistic divergence between Tell and NewsWatch reflects broader tensions in Nigerian

journalism: Tell represents the radical watchdog model, using language to pressure leaders and stir
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public outrage. NewsWatch embodies the developmental journalism model, using language to
promote dialogue, policy debate, and stability. This contrast shows that stylistic choices are not
neutral; they are shaped by editorial philosophy, audience expectations, and the socio-political
environment. The findings confirm that stylistics is a powerful tool for understanding how

Nigerian media construct ideology and influence public opinion.

Conclusion

This study aimed to conduct a comparative stylistic analysis of editorials in Tell and NewsWatch
magazines between 2010 and 2024, utilising the Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) framework
as the basis for analysis. The findings reveal that while both magazines share certain linguistic
features such as formal register, complex sentence structures, cohesive devices, and the use of

modality, they differ significantly in their editorial style, tone, and communicative strategy.

Tell consistently demonstrates a confrontational and activist stylistic identity, employing rhetorical
questions, metaphors, and emotionally charged vocabulary to dramatise national crises and
challenge political authority. Its style reflects an ideological commitment to watchdog journalism,

where language is used as a weapon of critique and a means of mobilising public opinion.

By contrast, NewsWatch adopts a measured, explanatory, and advisory style, characterized by
neutral diction, logical sequencing, and policy-oriented recommendations. Its editorials place
emphasis on constructive criticism and balanced discourse, reflecting an ideology aligned with

developmental journalism and nation-building.

The diachronic analysis further indicates that Tell’s style has grown more confrontational during
electoral cycles, while Newswatch has steadily shifted toward developmental and policy-driven

discourse. These stylistic variations underscore the fact that editorial language in Nigerian
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magazines is shaped not only by linguistic choices but also by institutional ideology, audience

expectations, and the socio-political context.

In conclusion, the study confirms that stylistic analysis offers valuable insights into how media
texts construct meaning, ideology, and shape public opinion. By comparing Tell and Newswatch,
this research contributes to a deeper understanding of Nigerian media discourse, showing that the

power of editorials lies not only in what they say but also in how they say it.
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